


How a Bill
Becomes Law

(Or Dies Trying)

GUIDE



Some guides like this one from the 
Texas Legislative Council will show 
you how the legislative process is 

supposed to work. 

https://tlc.texas.gov/docs/legref
/legislativeprocess.pdf



Flow charts like this make it look 
so simple.



This is NOT one of those guides and 
it is NOT that simple. 

This guide will show you how the process 
actually works. 



It is much easier to kill a bill than it is to pass one 
and that is a good thing. 

Important Note

As much as we may want our good bills to make it through, 

we don’t want to have to spend all our time on defense against bad bills. 



Filing a Bill
Bill filing can begin the first Monday after the general 
election preceding the regular legislative session or 
within 30 days prior to a special session. 

Filing for the 89th Session began on November 12, 
2024.

Bills must be filed within 60 days of the start of session. 

Filing for the 89th Session ends on March 14, 2025.



Prefiling— Bill filing can begin the first Monday after the general election preceding the regular legislative session or within 
30 days prior to a special session. Filing for the 89th Session began on November 12, 2024.

Deadline—Bills must be filed within 60 days of the start of session. Filing for the 89th Session ends on March 14, 2025.

Authors—The legislator who files the bill is the official author. The person who actually wrote it, however, could be anyone. 
Often bills are written by subject matter experts or the staff of the Texas Legislative Council. 

First Reading—After a bill is filed, it is “read” into the record for the first time. (The caption is read, not the entire bill.)

Filing a Bill



https://tlc.texas.gov/glossary

Chamber—All pieces of legislation begin with a “H” for House or an “S” for Senate.

Type—It is then followed by the notation for the type of legislation, “B” for bill, “R” for Resolution, “CR” for Concurrent 
Resolution, and “JR” for Joint Resolution. 

Number—Each piece of legislation is assigned a number, typically in the order in which it was filed. The lower numbers, 
however, are usually reserved for the budget bill, omnibus bills, and other bills expected to be especially significant. Please 
note that each chamber has its own numbering system so, for example, there will be an SB 5 and an HB 5. Also, the 
numbers are recycled each session, including special sessions, so it is very important to know which session you are 
searching for a particular bill. 

Committee Assignment

Examples:

Senate Bill 65 is SB 65.

House Joint Resolution 7 is HJR 7.



Make sure 
you have chosen 

the correct session!

To search for a 
specific bill choose 

“Bill Number”.



 This page will have all 
of the basic information 

about the bill. 

Click on the other tabs 
to get more details. 

Scroll down or click 
“Actions” for the bill’s 
history from the initial 

filing until the final 
action taken.  





 Click on “Text” to 
read the bill. 

 There may be different 
formats available, 

Adobe, Word, or PDF. 

 There will typically be 
different versions of the 
bill as it moves through 

the process and is 
amended or substituted 

in Committee.

Text



 Click on 
“Companions” to see 

if there are any 
duplicate or very 

similar bills. 

 A bill can move more 
quickly through the 
process if it has a 

companion bill in the 
other chamber. 

Companions



 Click on 
“Amendments” to 
see if there were 
any motions to 

amend the bill from 
the floor of either 

chamber. 

 You will find the text of the amendments, 
when they took place, and their fate. 

Amendments



 Click on “Authors” to see 
which legislators filed the bill 
and which were willing to add 

their names as Coauthors 
and when they signed on. 

 The number of Coauthors can 
indicate the amount of support 
a bill has from other legislators 

and boost the bill, but this 
support does not guarantee the 

passage of the bill. 

Authors



 Click on “Sponsors” to see which legislators 
brought a bill from the other chamber and 

sponsored it in their own chamber. 

Sponsors



 Bill Captions can change throughout the process. 
This is where you can go to see those changes.

Captions



 Follow the bill 
through the 

various stages 
by clicking the 
“Bill Stages” 

tab. 

Bill Stages



Searching for a 
Specific Topic



Make sure 
you have chosen 

the correct session!

To search for 
bills related to a 

specific topic choose 
“Word/Phrase”.



 Click the “Search” tab on the home page for  
more advanced search criteria.



 If your search is too broad, it may bring up 
more matches than you can view. 

 The results will come back sorted by relevance, 
but you can also sort by bill number.

 Click here for this drop down menu.

 These are quick links to bill information and to 
add the bill to a list. (See My TLO section)



Members
Of the 

House and Senate



Click Here

To view the
House

Members

Click Here

To view the
Senate

Members



 Click on a Member’s name to see contact information, 
Committee assignments, and information on their bills. 
You can also click to view that Member’s home page.



Committees
Of the 

House and Senate*
 *For simplicity, this training will now focus on the House. 

The TLO functions for the Senate mirror those of the House. 



Click Here

Or Here

To view the
House

Committees

Click on the 
Committee

1
2



You can see all of the bills that have come in and 
out of the Committee here. 

This is especially useful for the Elections 
Committee since the vast majority of election bills 
in the House will be assigned to this Committee. 

In the Senate it is typically the State Affairs 
Committee.



 You can also look up 
Committee Meetings 

from this page.



Click Here

Committee 
Meetings 

may also be 
accessed 
from the 

home page.



Click 
Here

View 
Upcoming 
Meetings



Click 
Here

View Meetings By Date



View Live
And Archived 

Broadcasts



Choose a live broadcast 
or scroll down to select a 
Legislative Session for an 

archived broadcast.



My TLO:
Bill Lists



Click the “My TLO” tab or “Login” at the top of the home page 
to log in or create your account.



Create lists of the bills that you 
want to track and view them here. 

Click “run” to view your list.



Click “bill” to display the 
lists in order of bill number.

Click “entry” to display the 
lists in order of how/when 

they were entered. 

Use the arrows to change the 
order as you prefer. 



My TLO:
Alerts



Alerts are an incredibly useful tool for tracking activity in the 
Texas Legislature.

Set alerts to track bills, committees, calendars, and more. 

Receive email updates based on your settings. 



Add bills to your alert list in this tab.
Do you want to receive alerts for all actions taken on a bill, 
or just one type like when it is passed out of a committee? 
Make your selections in the “Category” drop down box. 



Receive alerts when calendars 
or agenda items are released. 



Receive alerts 
for 

Committee 
Notices 

and 
Committee 

Minutes 
using these 
two tabs. 



Receive alerts 
based on bill 
subjects by 

using this tab. 



Receive alerts when 
the House and/or 
Senate adjourn.



Have Questions? Contact Us: 
AdvancingIntegrity.com

info@advancingintegrity.com

This was just a basic overview of TLO, 
explore the website to discover all it 

has to offer.


